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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . This is in response to the arguments filed on 02/27/2007 which did not amend any claim. 
Therefore, claims 18-36 are currently pending in the application. The arguments are persuasive 
hence the previous rejections under 35 USC 103(a) hereby withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 18-23 and 25-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wade (WO 02/093521; Wade; provided in PTO-1449) in view of Breed (US Patent Apphcation 
Pub 2003/0227382; Breed). 

In consideration of independent claim 18: 

Wade is directed to a security system for road vehicles in general and trucks in particular 
(page 1 lines 1-5). Wade exhibits video cameras for observing the interior of a truck trailer 
(figures 2-3) (reads on monitoring system for the cargo space of a transportation means). He 
recites "The system further comprises a number of sensors 36 (figure 6) for detecting the 
presence of an intruder in the vicinity of any of the video cameras. These sensors may be of any 
suitable type including passive IR sensors. Wade exhibits a central controller 38 (reads on a 
plurality of motion detectors coupled to the data-input side of control unit). 
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Wade exhibits a video recording unit 32 (figure 6) which is "able to record the view from 
every camera which is activated" (page 4 Unes 20-21) (reads on a plurality of image recording 
devices connected to the output-side on control unit). 

However, Wade is silent on being able to detect the state of motion of the truck trailer. 

In an analogous art, Breed relates to a system for remotely monitoring assets to include 
the interior and exterior space of a shipping container (figure 1) (paragraph 2). He exhibits an 
inertial device 30, e.g. an accelerometer on shipping container 10 (figure 1) (paragraph 77), for 
sensing shock or vibration caused by loose cargo or intruders. Breed recites "this relative motion 
can be determined by the processor" (paragraph 77). He further exhibits a processor/receiver 1 6 
(reads on control unit configured to receive a characteristic value for the current state of motion 
of the transportation means). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Wade with the accelerometers of Breed for the purpose of knowing if the 
cargo space is in motion or at rest. A combination as such represents an improvement to Wade 
and would yield a predictable result. 
In consideration of claim 19: 

The system of Wade and Breed discloses ail as applied above (see claim 18). 
Specifically, as presented in the rejection of claim 1, Wade teaches motion detectors and Breed 
teaches accelerometers (reads on wherein the plurality of motion detectors includes a plurality of 
acceleration sensors). 
In consideration of claim 20: 
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The system of Wade and Breed discloses all as applied above (see claim 18). 
Specifically, Wade exhibits module 32 (figure 6) for "recording views captured by the video 
cameras" (page 4 lines 10-12) (reads on a memory module wherein at least one of the image- 
recording devices is connected to the memory module). 
In consideration of claim 21: 

The system of Wade and Breed discloses all as applied above (see claim 20). Wade 
teaches a hard drive which stores digital data (page 4 lines 36-37) (reads on wherein at least one 
of the memory modules is configured for digital data storage). 
In consideration of claim 22: 

The system of Wade and Breed discloses all as applied above (see claim 21). Wade 
teaches wherein the recording medium may be removable and rewriteable (page 4 line 37 - page 
5 line 2) (reads on wherein memory module includes a multimedia card). 
In consideration of claim 23: 

The system of Wade and Breed discloses all as applied above (see claim 20). 
However, Wade fails to disclose a means for determining geographic location. 

Breed teaches wherein container 10 includes GPS hardware and software for assessing the 
geographic position (paragraph 66). 

Hence, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Wade with the GPS of Breed for the obvious improvement it represents. 

Breed writes "The asset can include a memory unit for storing data relating to the location 
of the asset and the contents in the interior of the asset. The memory unit can be arranged to 
store data relating to the opening and closing of the door, as determined by a door status sensor. 
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in conjunction with the location of the asset and the contents in the interior of the asset" 
(paragraph 38) (reads on wherein the memory module stores characteristic values for permissible 
loading/unloading positions). 
In consideration of claim 25: 

The system of Wade and Breed discloses all as applied above (see claim 18). Wade 
exhibits a transceiver 34 (figure 6) for transmitting the video signals to the viewing unit 20 (reads 
on system further comprising a transmitter for wireless data transmission connected to the output 
side of the control unit). 
In consideration of claim 26: 

The system of Wade and Breed discloses all as apphed above (see claim 18). As 
discussed in the rejection of claim 23, Breed teaches GPS (reads on a system further comprising 
a GPS receiver connected to control unit). 
In consideration of claim 27: 

The system of Wade and Breed discloses all as applied above (see claim 18). However, 
Wade is silent on an information network. 

Breed exhibits a server 50 and internet access 64 (figure 4). 

Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill to modify Wade with the network 
access of Breed since it represents an obvious improvement (reads on wherein the transportation 
means includes an information system and wherein the control unit is connected to the 
information system). 
In consideration of claim 28: 

The system of Wade and Breed discloses all as appUed above (see claim 18). 
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Wade exhibits ports for video cameras VCl-3 and motion detectors 36 with central processor 38 
(figure 6). As discussed in the rejection of claim 27, Breed exhibits an interface for network 
access (reads on comprising a plurality of interfaces for connecting other functional components 
and wherein the control unit is connected to the plurality of interfaces). 
In consideration of claim 29: 

The system of Wade and Breed discloses all as applied above (see claim 20). Wade 
exhibits a tractor-trailer with cargo space (figures 2-3) under surveillance of the monitoring 
system (reads on a vehicle having cargo space which is provided with a monitoring system). 

4. Claim 24 and 30-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wade and Breed in view of Freeman et al. (US Patent 7,088,387) hereinafter referred to as 
Freeman. 

In consideration of claim 24: 

The system of Wade and Breed discloses all as applied above (see claim 18). As 
presented in the rejection of claim 1, Wade discloses video cameras for monitoring the state of 
the container. However, Wade and Breed are silent on how to initiate recording of video based 
on a triggering event and then automatically cease recording. 

In an analogous art, Freeman is related to a video recording apparatus which is tied video 
image sensors and, upon detection of a triggering event, will record a predetermined number of 
video fi-ame and store them in a memory buffer at which point recording ceases (Summary of 
Invention column 1 line 64 - column 2 line 10) (reads on wherein at least one of the image- 
recording devices is configured to, upon activation by the control unit, record a predefinable 
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number of images and subsequently deactivate itself autonomously). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Wade and Breed with automatic apparatus for recording video, as taught by 
Freeman, so as not to exhaust the video storage with non-eventful images. 
In consideration of independent claim 30: 

The system of Wade, Breed and Freeman discloses everything as presented in the 
rejection of claims 1 8 and 24. Hence, claim 30 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the 
rejection of claims 18 and 24 since the method is an inherent variation of the system in those 
claims. 

In consideration of claim 31: 

The methods of Wade, Breed and Freeman disclose all as applied above (see claim 30). 
Hence, claim 31 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 19 since the 
method is an inherent variation of the system in that claim. 
In consideration of claim 32: 

The methods of Wade, Breed and Freeman disclose all as applied above (see claim 30). 
Hence, claim 32 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 20 since the 
method is an inherent variation of the system in that claim. 
In consideration of claim 33: 

The methods of Wade, Breed and Freeman disclose all as applied above (see claim 32). 
Hence, claim 33 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 22 since the 
method is an inherent variation of the system in that claim. 
In consideration of claim 34: 
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The methods of Wade, Breed and Freeman disclose all as applied above (see claim 30). 
Hence, claim 34 is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 24 since the 
method is an inherent variation of the system in that claim. 
In consideration of claim 35: 

The methods of Wade, Breed and Freeman disclose all as applied above (see claim 30). 
Freeman teaches generating a signal indicative of an alarm condition when a triggering event 
occurs (column 2 lines 38-50) (reads on further comprising, upon activation, sending a warning 
message to the transmitter). 
In consideration of claim 36: 

The methods of Wade, Breed and Freeman disclose all as applied above (see claim 30). 
Upon activation, the GPS receiver, as presented in the rejection of claim 26, is fully capable of 
determining the location of the freight vehicle (reads on further comprising, upon activation, 
determining a position of the transportation means). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRADLEY E. THOMPSON whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5583. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Wu can be reached on 571-272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 



Application/Control Number: 10/596,392 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2612 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

BRADLEY E THOMPSON 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2612 

/BET/ 



/Daniel Wu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2612 



